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[NAME OF YOUR ORGANIZATION] TEENS TAKE PART IN
National Drug & Alcohol Facts WeekSM BY [3-5 WORDS DESCRIBING ACTIVITY]

Group joins teens across the U.S. in week-long effort to SHATTER THE MYTHS TM,SM on drugs and alcohol
[CITY, STATE] — Teenagers from [ORGANIZATION/SCHOOL] have joined forces with other teens and scientists across the United States as part of “National Drug & Alcohol Facts WeekSM” (NDAFW).  The week-long health observance, organized by the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) and the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA), both part of the National Institutes of Health, takes place Monday, January 23rd through Sunday, January 29th.  NDAFW celebrates the inquisitive minds of teens by giving them a space (virtual or physical) to ask questions about drugs and alcohol and to get scientific answers from experts.  As part of the NDAFW celebration, [SCHOOL/ORGANIZATION] students are [BRIEFLY DESCRIBE ACTIVITIES IN ONE SENTENCE].

About a third of high school seniors across the country report using an illicit drug sometime in the past year, and more than ten percent report non-medical use of a narcotic painkiller.  While drugs can put a teenager’s health and life in jeopardy, many teens are not aware of the risks. Even for those teens who do not abuse drugs, many have friends or family who do, and they are often looking for ways to help them.  
[INSERT A FEW SENTENCES ON DRUG STATS PARTICULAR TO YOUR COMMUNITY.  VISIT: http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/yrbs/state_district_comparisons.htm and/or http://oas.samhsa.gov/statesList.cfm TO FIND FACTS ON YOUR COMMUNITY]

“We want teens to have the opportunity to learn what science has taught us about drug abuse, alcohol, and addiction,” said (head of sponsoring organization). There are so many myths about drugs and alcohol cluttering our popular culture.  National Drug & Alcohol Facts WeekSM is for teens to get honest answers about drugs so they can make good, informed decisions for themselves and share accurate information with friends.”

 [INSERT A QUOTE FROM A PARTICIPATING STUDENT/SPONSOR] 

[INCLUDE 2-3 SENTENCES ABOUT LOCAL NDAFW ACTIVITIES USING DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE THAT WILL HELP REPORTERS VISUALIZE THE EVENT.  BE SPECIFIC ABOUT THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS PARTICIPATING, HOW OLD THEY ARE AND WHICH TOWNS OR SCHOOLS THEY REPRESENT.]

Example: “In Lansing, students from North High School are planning a special assembly to be held after school on January 28th, at 3 pm. Dr. Joe Smith, a drug abuse expert from Chicago College will be answering questions about drugs. All participating teens will receive a special booklet prepared by the National Institute on Drug Abuse and National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism.” 






#####
[INSERT A FEW SENTENCES ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION]

