LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

T E M P L AT E

[DATE]

[EDITOR’S NAME]

[NEWS ORGANIZATION]

[ADDRESS]

Dear [EDITOR]:

About a third of high school seniors across the country report using an illegal drug sometime in the past year, and more than ten percent report non-medical use of a narcotic painkiller, according to the National Institute on Drug Abuse.  [INSERT STATISTIC RELATED TO YOUR STATE/COMMUNITY.  STATS CAN BE FOUND AT: http://www.cdc.gov/HealthyYouth/yrbs/state_district_comparisons.htm and/or http://oas.samhsa.gov/statesList.cfm  For example: Here in Arizona, almost 40 percent of high school students have been offered, sold or given an illegal drug on school property, according to the CDC’s Youth Risk Behavior Survey.]  Drugs can put a teenager’s health and life in jeopardy, but many teens are not aware of the risks. 
From January 23–29, 2017— National Drug & Alcohol Facts WeekSM  —[NUMBER] teenagers from [SCHOOL/ORGANIZATION] are teaming with peers, community leaders and scientists across the country to spread scientifically-based facts about drugs.  We plan to [DESCRIBE PLANNED NATIONAL DRUG & ALCOHOL FACTS WEEKSM ACTIVITIES WITH INTERESTING LANGUAGE. INCLUDE EVENT DETAILS AND MENTION PARTICIPATION FROM ANY LOCAL ELECTED OFFICIALS, CELEBRITIES OR OTHER VIPS.]

Today’s popular culture is filled with inaccurate information about drugs.  Students from [NAME OF SCHOOL/ORGANIZATION] think it’s time to “SHATTER THE MYTHSTM, SM!” With science-based information on drugs and their impact on the body, teenagers can make well-informed decisions before engaging in risky behavior.

Sincerely,

[SIGNED BY PARTICIPATING STUDENT OR GROUP OF STUDENTS]

[PHONE NUMBER]

